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Abstract-The Right to Equality is one of the foundation-
al guarantees of the Indian Constitution and plays a cen-
tral role in India’s democratic and social transformation
agenda. Enshrined primarily in Articles 14—18 and sup-
plemented by equality-related provisions across the Con-
stitution, this right seeks to eliminate arbitrary discrimi-
nation and to secure substantive fairness. However,
translating constitutional guarantees into lived equality
has proved complex: social hierarchies, economic dis-
parities, administrative inertia, incomplete legislation,
judicial overload, and implementation gaps have all con-
strained outcomes. This paper examines the constitution-
al framework and judicial interpretation of the Right to
Equality, surveys institutional mechanisms for imple-
mentation, analyzes major challenges that obstruct reali-
zation of equality in India, and recommends a set of le-
gal, administrative, social and policy solutions to make
equality effective in practice. Comparative references
and empirical recommendations are provided to bridge
the gap between formal guarantees and substantive
equality.

Keywords: Right to Equality, Articles 1418, affirma-
tive action, discrimination, implementation, India, con-
stitutional law, equality jurisprudence.
Introduction-The aspiration to secure equality for all
citizens is woven into the very fabric of the Indian Re-
public. The framers of the Constitution placed equality
among the core values of the new polity; the Preamble’s
promise of justice—social, economic, and political—
echoes throughout the constitutional text. Articles 14 to
18 crystallize the Right to Equality: Article 14 promises
equality before the law and equal protection of laws; Ar-
ticle 15 prohibits discrimination on specified grounds;
Article 16 secures equality of opportunity in public em-
ployment; Article 17 abolishes untouchability; and Arti-
cle 18 abolishes titles. Supplementing these are equality-
sensitive provisions in fundamental rights (for example,
protection of life and personal liberty under Article 21)
and directive principles that inform state policy.

Despite strong textual protections and a prolific juris-
prudence that expanded the meaning of equality
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