
01 

     वर्ष - 02                         अंक– 08                       अकू्तबर - दिसंबर -2024                                       Impact factor– 03 

Peer Reviewed Refereed  Multidisciplinary Quarterly  international E- Journal 00 

37  शोध  उत्कर्ष  Shodh Utkarsh   Online Available  at   https:// www.shodhutkarsh.com    ISSN-2993-4648 

Exploring Gibson’s Neuromancer as a Feminist Cyborg Manifesto 
 

Saranya. S,                                                                               

Research Scholar                                                                                        
The Department of English, 

Avinshilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore,  
Tamil Nadu, India, 641043. 

Abstract 

  This paper deals with the concept of feminist cyborg 
identity portrayed by William Gibson in his novel Neuro-
mancer (1984) in the light of Donna Haraway’s A Cyborg 
Manifesto (1985). Molly Million, the heroine of Neuro-
mancer, deviates from traditional feminine traits. In most 
literary works, the main character will be always a male, 
while women characters was given the least importance 
and portrayed as vulnerable and feeble. In Neuromancer, 
Molly plays the antithesis of the stereotypical feminine 
qualities. The main protagonist of the novel, Henry 
Dorsett Case, was given a career opening and teamed up 
with Molly to complete a task. When they are together, 
Molly goes aggressively around carrying out risky tasks 
while Case remains on the safe zone. Being a cyborg 
means being fearless, quick, and brazen like Molly, but 
being a goddess means being a conventional female. It 
serves as a paradigm for how socialist feminism is con-
ceptualised in contemporary culture. Because Molly and 
Wintermute are the corresponding examples of an organ-
ism and a machine, the boundary breakage between them 
illustrates the breakdown of barrier between Molly and an 
Artificial Intelligence (AI). There are times when Molly 
and Wintermute could tolerate one another, it impliedly 
demonstrated the relationship between people and tech-
nology, which is connected to a dualistic view of mind 
and body in the cybernetic universe, much like the rela-
tionship between advanced technology and scientific cul-
ture. The ultimate force that governs the body is the 
mind, which stands for artificial intelligence. Molly's 
technical advancements serve as a representation of her 
power which set her apart from conventional female 
roles. In A Cyborg Manifesto, Donna Haraway states that 
there will be a reversal of existing gender roles with the 
birth of new cyborg era. This article aims to determine 
whether reversal of such gender roles are even possible in 
the contemporary era.  
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Exploring Gibson’s Neuromancer as a Feminist Cy-

borg Manifesto 

Introduction-William Gibson is an American-Canadian 

author renowned for his pioneering contributions to  

science fiction, particularly the cyberpunk subgenre. 
Born in 1948 in South Carolina, Gibson’s work explores 
the complex relationships between technology, society, 
and human identity. His innovative storytelling and fu-
turistic visions have earned him the title of "father of cy-
berpunk," a genre characterized by its focus on high-
tech, low-life settings, dystopian worlds, and the impact 
of advanced technology on humanity. Gibson’s most fa-
mous and influential work is Neuromancer, published in 
1984. The novel is widely regarded as a cornerstone of 
the cyberpunk genre and had a profound impact on sci-
ence fiction literature and popular culture. Set in a gritty, 
dystopian future, Neuromancer follows Case, a washed-
up hacker who is hired by a mysterious employer to pull 
off a heist in cyberspace, a virtual reality network. The 
book introduces groundbreaking concepts such as cyber-
space, artificial intelligence, virtual realities, and hack-
ing, many of which were ahead of their time. 
Neuromancer was not only a critical and commercial 
success but also won several prestigious science fiction 
awards, including the Hugo, Nebula, and Philip K. Dick 
Awards. Its exploration of a digital world shaped by cor-
porate power and individual rebellion is often seen as 
prophetic, especially as the internet and virtual realities 
began to emerge in the decades following its release. 
Gibson’s portrayal of cyberspace, in particular, has had 
lasting influence on the development of digital culture 
and how we think about online spaces today. Through 
Neuromancer and his other works, Gibson's exploration 
of the future remains a central part of the conversation 
about technology, identity, and society in the modern 
age. His contributions continue to inspire writers, 
filmmakers, and technologists alike. 
Donna Haraway is an influential American scholar and 
feminist theorist, known for her work in the fields of sci-
ence and technology studies, feminist theory, and philos-
ophy. Born in 1944, Haraway is particularly renowned 
for her contributions to understanding the relationship 
between humans, technology, and the natural world. She 
is considered a key figure in postmodern feminist 
thought and has challenged traditional views on identity, 
biology, and the body. 
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One of Haraway's most seminal works is A Cyborg Man-
ifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist-Feminism in 
the Late 20th Century (1985), in which she introduces the 
concept of the "cyborg" as a metaphor for breaking down 
rigid boundaries between nature and culture, human and 
machine, and male and female. The manifesto challenges 
traditional feminist, Marxist, and dualistic thinking by 
proposing that the cyborg- a hybrid of human and ma-
chine - offers a new way of understanding identity, poli-
tics, and social transformation. 
In A Cyborg Manifesto, Haraway critiques the limitations 
of both traditional feminism and essentialist views of 
gender and biology. She argues that the cyborg, as a crea-
ture that transcends these boundaries, symbolizes a more 
fluid, inclusive vision of humanity and a way to rethink 
relationships between individuals and their technological 
environments. Haraway envisions a world where identity 
is not constrained by biological determinism or societal 
norms but is instead shaped by interactions with technol-
ogy, culture, and social structures. Her work has had a 
profound impact on feminist theory, posthumanism, and 
the study of technology. Haraway's concept of the cyborg 
as a feminist figure has inspired numerous scholars, activ-
ists, and artists to explore how technology can be har-
nessed to subvert traditional power structures and offer 
new possibilities for empowerment and transformation. A 
Cyborg Manifesto remains a foundational text in feminist 
thought, offering a radical and visionary approach to the 
intersections of gender, technology, and society. 
Objectives 

The objectives of the study are: 
1. To explore the relationship between technology, gen-

der, and identity through the lens of Donna Haraway's 
A Cyborg Manifesto (1985). 

2. To analyse the concept of feminist cyborgs through 
the character of Molly in William Gibson’s novel 
Neuromancer (1984). 

3. To examine how the technologically modified bodies 
challenges capitalist, colonial, and patriarchal struc-
tures in a society. 

Subject matter- William Gibson introduced the concept 

of Cyberpunk which is the subgenre of science fiction in 
his novel Neuromancer, published in 1984. The 
term Cyber is derived from the word "cybernetics," while 
"punk" was a term popular in the 1970s that was defined 
as quick, too noisy, and violent. The word cyberpunk as 
well as cyberspace first emerged in the context of post-
modernism as computer mediated communications tech-
nology. However, several critics have believed that com-
puters are not highly intelligent as humans. On the other 
side, writers like Dona Haraway has given new  

interpretation to the cyber world. Haraway believed that 
the border between societal reality and science fiction is 
an optical illusion. In the twenty first century, science 
fiction is no longer considered to be science fiction but 
rather the everyday reality that civilization must endure.  
  Haraway published her most influential essay A Cyborg 
Manifesto in 1986, which deals with the concept of 
feminist cyborg. A cyborg is a being that has a cyber-
netic organism implanted inside the body. It is a combi-
nation of machine and organism, a creation of social 
reality as well as a fiction. Haraway, an activist of wom-
en's rights and gender equality contends that feminists 
should choose their affinities exactly like cyborgs. In 
her essay, Haraway used gender as a tool to analyse the 
power of cyborg.  In social world, patriarchy, coloniza-
tion, and capitalism are still responsible for the depic-
tion of women in many literary cannons. Despite the 
fact that the cyborg deconstructs many of the dualisms 
existing in the western society, Haraway claimed that 
she would rather become a cyborg than a goddess. In 
the twenty first century, women have given least signifi-
cance in the networks and when it comes to female cy-
borg identities it is followed with many differences and 
contradictions.  
  Haraway uses the metaphor of the cyborg to envision 
socialist feminism in today's society. It can alter a wom-
an's perception of herself since being a cyborg is both a 
lived experience and a work of fiction, yet there is a thin 
line that separates science fiction from social reality 
since it is considered as an optical illusion. Cyborg can 
be interpreted as a person who created coded devices for 
their bodies that will eventually transform them into 
post-humans.  The implantations of coded devices and 
machines can be viewed as a means of survival, like 
Henry Dorsett Case, the main character in the nov-
el Neuromancer, an internet hacker whose life was near-
ly shot down when he got caught of hacking his compa-
ny's precious data. His company was furious and wanted 
to make sure he could never hack computers again, so 
they damaged his brain with a “mycotoxin” (Gibson, 6) 
which is used in warfare. As the novel progress, a per-
son named Armitage shows up and offer Case to fix his 
damaged nervous system in return for his hacking tal-
ent.  
Armitage is assisted by a women named Molly Million. 
She can be considered as a hired assassin or a security 
guard. Her physical body has undergone substantial sur-
gical modifications. She has lens implants placed in her 
eyes that helps her to see in the darkness and give her 
real-time information regarding her environment, as 
well as razorblades that emerge from her nails and a  
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    predator nervous system that has been rewired. Molly 
frequently claims that her primary motivations are finan-
cial gain and self-preservation. Although she feels a 
sense of professional pride, she has little love or devo-
tion for her employers. At the beginning of their profes-
sional career with Armitage, Molly and Case become 
sexually attracted to each other. Despite this, she contin-
ues to be emotionally distant from Case. As the novel 
progress, Case realises he knows very little about her 
and understands she has little interest in him.Case and 
Molly works together for several tasks under Armitage, 
who has been hired by an Artificial Intelligence named 
Wintermute. As Molly offers the physical strength to her 
team by entering hostile territory, Case act as 
the technological backbone of their mission. Case al-
so continues to experience the world through Molly's 
eyes even when he retreats to a secure area because of 
their continued connection via Molly's “simstim” (48). 
The book closes with a message from Molly saying that 
Case is making her slower and that she must leave him 
to start a new life in a new place. With all her extrava-
gant technological enhancements, the character of Molly 
has produced a great effect on readers and has outshined 
all the other characters in the novel.  
  There are two artificial intelligence in the novel such as 
Neuromancer and Wintermute. The concept of machine 
and organism has been explored by female writers in an 
effort to challenge stereotypes of women. Gibson, how-
ever, presents Molly as a furious and physically power-
ful young woman who can courageously express her 
opinions. In the novel, Molly seems to be extremely in-
terested about the two artificial intelligence and she 
works nicely with Wintermute. Molly and Wintermute 
seems to have no boundaries in the novel. 
  Due to the strength that Molly held, Case's persona was 
lowered into a more feminine one, while she held 
the masculine one. Molly promptly defends her own 
rights when Terzibashjian, a street-level informant from 
Turkey, develops an instant disliking to her since he dis-
approved of a lady who was equipped 
with modifications. In cyberpunk fiction, male domi-
nance still prevails, but as science and technology ad-
vance, so do women's positions.  
  The female body was celebrated at the time of third 
wave feminism, according to which a female body 
should be considered as an asset that should not be hid-
den or ashamed of. Instead, a woman may choose to uti-
lise her physical body as a point of resistance. Likewise, 
the bodily enhancements helps Molly to suppress all her 
feelings and emotions. Gibson makes Molly manlier by 
removing all her emotions through her augmentations.  

As a result, Molly not only sheds her feminine identity 
but also creates a new one that is both manly and autono-
mous. The artificial modifications in her physical body 
along with cyberspace, has provided her the capacity to 
change the identity. The change in identity allows to 
transcend gender and physical limitations. 
  The character Molly changes the narrative on the con-
ventional gender roles. She is perceived as a female re-
belling against the patriarchal society.  With the age of 
technology, the mind has developed into artificial intelli-
gence. On the other end, a cyborg's body represents both 
their sexuality and gender identity due to their construct-
ed body. When Molly's body was taken over by her 
thoughts, the dualism of mind as well as body occurred. 
Conclusion 

  The character of Molly has brought the distinction be-
tween an organism and a machine very close. The bond 
between Molly and Wintermute is a reflection of how 
people have interacted with technological devices since 
the middle of the 20th century. It is ironic to claim that 
technology has surpassed humanity via Molly's character 
because she was concentrated on her technological up-
grades. She is more dominant due to more advanced tech-
nologies. With all her power and technological advance-
ments, Molly has the opportunity to break out of the tra-
ditional female position that has been the norm for many 
generations. She is not in this novel as a victim of capital-
ism, colonization, and patriarchal domination. 
                           ****************** 
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