3[b- 05

ad - 02

RERSERIREINECE 3 TRER °“°1i 4§ fer St @ 1 39 The Panchatantra text in Ancient India:

ww%%ﬁatémﬁﬁﬁnma% , "SI 81 TS, STeT 3 At
3 T ST et & @ AT et W e S e e

awm@mm U T T BT 39 SN, Sa
1L doh Tohaid ?ﬁﬁmﬁ'{mﬁﬁqﬁﬁa%?ﬁ@ﬁ\%

ﬁ/

STold3l - AL - 2024

Impact factor-3

A Study

Saurabh Shubham
( Research Scholar, University of Hyderabad)

T A 3. 3781 BT, U aeH o, zanmmasﬁaﬁ
a%Tﬂﬁ; wﬁwﬁwwﬁwaﬁaqﬁaww
AT R

AT fwdi Y dedid o aTefl heHET | ° A7 &
e ¥ e U Wit uat w1 IgTeT BRI T /1 | S
TSl ST Fa At 2, oot § S %S I T
Wlﬁ%ﬂaﬁwmmmmwﬁ% 3G gE-a5

aﬁﬁmmaﬁtrrcﬁ%, wwﬁmmﬁwﬁsﬁ
I SR R ) sl § veforal Sg At AT R U
TRl S ST 2, 36k TS %aﬁaﬁwaﬁrwﬁ
AT 3, "I STHATET % STaeE A ¥ W % 1Y wee o
HE 1 TSR SHI{Wﬁﬁ‘ﬁaﬁgﬁ off|"? I8 ot ot ot
a‘raaqﬁaﬁﬁﬁaa‘rﬁwﬁwﬁaﬁtwmw

et T B ST S B O et ST At S
T TITEX & I A 2 Tohed] S1TEX ST ATk & o ol 9191 3¢

Tl 2 FE=ft ok R % HIOT ST Heefera
T & I TeEH_FA B G I
TS o f=IT A ST TS j

GS{iT hl TR 'STRIT Teh UET ST o
ﬁuw%ama%a%wﬁﬁmw%l

owowd, gpoy

7

aﬁaﬁ%l"ﬁmaﬂﬁ%%aﬁmévﬁﬂwmaﬁﬁaﬁ
T 33T SATATEA ST Tt STRAT| SaT wo 3 fora Sret gt
3 | reme Uit il deferat s it gHT SAmae T2 2|
EHIL %J-uwi T foT Tt It S ATeT TS ShT EEAT TTHT
T gl

Tl SRR ATS AR g T e gl i e
IR %3%%%@#%% & 8 ESla S 7 FETar

eIy o F I AR qAqT YT & RgaTs
TS 33 cfis, WWW%%@WWW
T I T I IO & B| GS(T hl HEAT q18ehT bl

TS & T st sfeeh 3= A= o foig s et 81 T=t
T el Skl ggdr h e @ | G st swerfar gared
gﬂmw%&wﬁqﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬂaﬂwsﬂw
|

sk sk sk sk sk e sk sk ke sk skoskok skoskok

Te -
1 &sfi, mvﬁ 319 75T 8 Y- 37
211@\‘13141 160

3 ot e, @Tﬂﬁa I8 -85
4wﬂa Ww%nﬁ@wwmaﬁémw 57

Abstract: The panchatantra stories are quite popular in
the world and are studied by the people of all age groups
to have a practical view of life. They give a good moral
lesson and teach the right behavior at the right time. We
need to analyse and study it in a detailed manner to get a
complete insight.

Keywords: Panchatantra, Ancient, Moral and ethics be-
haviour.

i | Panchatantra- its structure and composition

The Panchatantra text in ancient India is a legendary
work in Sanskrit literature.

It needs to be studied from various perspective and
ideologies and is still relevant in the present day world.
The Rise and growth of political social economic and
cultural consciousness all over the world and specially in
India has made in the Panchatantra text very relevant
and is still taught in the school textbooks and up to the
university level also. The Panchatantra text is a very
practical way of moral and ethics and to behave in a real
world. Panchatantra text contains of 5 chapters which
are further divided into several stories and each and eve-
ry story has a different moral which is of high practical
nature and needs to be analysed.

The main reason for popularity of Panchatantra is the
practical and to the point lessons of moral and ethics.
The Panchatantra is divided into five books, or five sec-
tions as in the popular.

The five books are-

Book 1: Mitra-bheda.

Book 2: Mitra-samprapti.

Book 3: Kakolakiyam.

Book 4: Labdhapranasam.

Book 5: Apariksitakarakam

In the initial treatise, a jackal named Damanaka, unem-
ployed in a lion-ruled kingdom, teams up with his mor-
alizing companion Karataka. Together, they plot to dis-
rupt alliances and friendships of the lion king. This first
book consists of over thirty fables, including stories like
"The Loss of Friends," "The Jackal and the War-Drum,"
and "The Weaver Who Loved a Princess," depicting var-
ious conspiracies and reasons leading to the dissolution
of close friendships.The second treatise stands out in
structure from the rest of the books, as it doesn't primar-
ily incorporate fables. Instead, it comprises the
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adventures of four characters — a crow, a mouse, a turtle,
and a deer — each with distinct habits and skills. Unlike
the first book, the focus here is on highlighting the sig-
ificance of friendships, teamwork, and alliances. The
overarching theme conveys that "weak animals with dif-
ferent skills, collaborating, can achieve more than they
can individually." Through their cooperation, mutual
support, and cleverness, the ten fables illustrate how
these creatures outsmart external threats and thrive.
In the third treatise, the focus is on war and peace, using
animal characters to convey a moral about the strategic
alue of a battle of wits in overcoming a much stronger
opponent's army. The underlying thesis is that intellect
prevails over force. The animal choices serve as a meta-
phor for the conflict between good and evil, light and
arkness, with crows representing the forces of light and
isdom. The fables in this book extend beyond war-
related themes, exploring how characters with diverse
eeds and motives can foster peaceful relationships. For
instance, in "The Old Man the Young Wife," an elderly
an's gratitude towards a thief is sparked when the thief
inadvertently leads the man's young, initially disapprov-
ing wife to embrace him for protection during a break-in.
he third book consists of eighteen fables in Ryder's
translation, including tales such as "Crows and Owls,"
"How the Birds Picked a King," and "The Butter-blinded
rahmin.
Book four of the Panchatantra is a straightforward
compilation of ancient fables filled with moral lessons.
hese fables convey messages like "a bird in hand is
orth two in the bush" and caution against succumbing
to peer pressure and deceptive words masked in reassur-
ance. Unlike the first three books, which provide posi-
tive examples of ethical behaviour, the fourth book takes
a different approach by presenting negative examples
ith consequences. It focuses on actions "to avoid" and
situations "to watch out for." The thirteen fables in Ry-
er's translation include stories like "Loss of Gains,"
"The Monkey and the Crocodile," and "The Dog Who
Went Abroad."
Book five of the Panchatantra, akin to the fourth
book, is a simple compilation of moral-filled fables.
These narratives present negative examples with conse-
ences, encouraging readers to reflect, avoid hasty ac-

like the first four books where characters are predomi-
antly anthropomorphized animals, almost all characters
in the fifth book are humans. According to Olivelle, this

' world of talking animals to the realities of the human

world.

The fifth book features twelve fables in Ryder's transla-
tion, such as "Ill-considered Action," "The Loyal Mon-
goose," and "The Fiend Who Washed His Feet." One
poignant story involves a woman mistakenly thinking
her mongoose friend harmed her child, only to discover
later that the mongoose had actually saved the child
from a snake, leading her to regret her hasty action.
Conclusion -So, the moral imparted by the Panchatantra
text is vast and immense and it has in the practical part
of our lives for everyone from small child to an aged
person. This is the reason for the popularity of the Pan-
chatantra around the world and its translation into sever-
al languages.

The Rise and growth of Panchatantra as a text in
many other Asian countries has its proof of popularity
and acceptance among the common people. This has
also let to regional variations in various versions of Pan-
chatantra and the regional variations have to be studied
together to get the complete essence of the story and a
complete picture of it.

The Panchatantra text can also be compared
which other fables and stories around other parts of the
world like the eloquent peasant in ancient Egypt and the
Gilgamesh Epic in ancient Mesopotamia but in the over
all since we find that the Panchatantra has a better cov-
erage of everyday life from a common man to the royal-
ty and it imparts much more deeper moral lessons and
practical wisdom to everyone from a scholar to a lay-
man.
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